International Journal of Research in Social Sciences
Vol. 12 Issue 12, Dec 2022,
ISSN: 2249-2496 Impact Factor: 7.081

Journal Homepage: http://www.ijmra.us, Email: editorijmie@gmail.com
Double-Blind Peer Reviewed Refereed Open Access International Journal - Included in the International Serial Directories Indexed &
Listed at: Ulrich's Periodicals Directory ©, U.S.A., Open J-Gate as well as in Cabell’s Directories of Publishing Opportunities, U.S.A

Indian Historiography during the Reign of Mughal Emperor Akbar (1556-1605)

Babita Adhikari, Assistant Professor

Department of History, Bijni College, Bijni, Assam
Abstract.
The reign of Mughal emperor Akbar (1556-1605) is a watershed in the history of Indian
historiography. Akbar not only enlarged and stabilized the Mughal Empire politically and
administratively but also promoted intellectual and literary activities that altered the character of
historical writing in medieval India. With his patronage, historiography became an important tool for
preservation of imperial records, legitimization of Mughal authority and documentation of
administrative, social and cultural developments. Persian was the language of choice for history
writing and a number of scholars, historians and chroniclers who wrote official histories and literary
works were royally patronized.
This study is a study of the nature and growth of historiography under Akbar with special reference
to the major historians like Abul Fazl, Abdul Qadir Badauni and Nizamuddin Ahmad. The paper
analyses important historical texts including Akbarnama, Ain-i-Akbari, Muntakhab-ut-Tawarikh and
Tabagat-i-Akbari, which are still valuable sources of understanding medieval Indian society,
economy, administration and religious policies. The study also examines the contribution of Akbar’s
policy of Sulh-i-Kul (universal peace), his promotion of religious debates and his translation projects,
to the development of Indo-Persian historiography.
The paper also assesses the characteristics of Mughal historiography during this period such as court-
centeredness, emphasis on imperial ideology and detailed descriptions of administration. These
historical works provide us with rich information about governance and culture but also showed
biases due to royal patronage and over-glorification of the emperor. But Akbar-era historiography
was an important formative influence on subsequent Mughal historiographical traditions, and
remains an important source for modern historians of medieval India.
The study concludes that the historiography of Akbar's reign was a great leap forward in Indian
historical writing in that it united political documentation, literary sophistication and intellectual
inquiry. Akbar’s patronage fostered an environment where historical scholarship flourished and was
key in the preservation and interpretation of India’s medieval past.
Keywords: Historiography, Akbar, Mughal Empire, Abul Fazl, Persian Chronicles, Medieval India,
Ain-i-Akbari, Akbarnama

343 International Journal of Research in Social Sciences
http://www.ijmra.us, Email: editorijmie@gmail.com



http://www.ijmra.us/
http://www.ijmra.us/

International Journal of Research in Social Sciences
Vol. 12 Issue 12, Dec 2022,
ISSN: 2249-2496 Impact Factor: 7.081

Journal Homepage: http://www.ijmra.us, Email: editorijmie@gmail.com
Double-Blind Peer Reviewed Refereed Open Access International Journal - Included in the International Serial Directories Indexed &
Listed at: Ulrich's Periodicals Directory ©, U.S.A., Open J-Gate as well as in Cabell’s Directories of Publishing Opportunities, U.S.A

1. Introduction

Historiography is the art and the technique of writing history. It involves systematic collection,
interpretation and presentation of historical events. Historical writing in medieval India flourished
particularly under royal patronage. Especially during the Mughal period. No other Mughal emperor
has had a unique position in the history of Indian historiography like Emperor Akbar. He inspired
scholars, historians and intellectuals to document the political, administrative and cultural
developments of his empire. His reign from 1556 to 1605 is therefore considered as one of the most
significant phases in the development of historical literature in India.

Akbar became the Mughal emperor at a young age after his father Humayun’s death. He consolidated
and expanded the Mughal Empire over much of the Indian subcontinent through military campaigns,
administrative reforms and diplomatic policies. But Akbar’s greatness was not limited to political
achievements. He also patronized art, literature, architecture, philosophy and historiography. His
court became an important centre of intellectual activities where scholars of different religious and
cultural backgrounds interacted freely .

One of the important features of Akbar’s rule was the systematic recording of historical events and
administrative details. Akbar recognised the significance of history in celebrating imperial successes
and reinforcing political legitimacy. Thus he appointed court historians and encouraged the writing
of official chronicles in Persian, the official language of the Mughal administration. Historians such
as Abul Fazl, Abdul Qadir Badauni and Nizamuddin Ahmad wrote elaborate historical works which
are still valuable sources of information on medieval India.

The historiography of Akbar's period was a manifestation of political aims and intellectual trends.
During this period, historical writings dealt with military campaigns, administration, economy,
religion, culture and social life. Akbar’s policy of religious tolerance and Sulh-i-Kul also had an
impact on historical writing by encouraging more extensive intellectual discussions. The translation
projects begun by Akbar further enriched Indo-Persian literature by bringing the Sanskrit texts into
Persian language.

Though important Mughal historical works were shaped by court patronage and imperial ideology.
Many historians lauded Akbar and highlighted the magnificence of the Mughal Empire. But these
works provide us much information about the political and cultural life of medieval India.

The present study is an attempt to study the growth of Indian historiography during the reign of
Akbar and to analyze the contributions of the major historians and to evaluate the importance of the
historical writings produced during this important phase of Indian history.

1.1 Meaning and Nature of Historiography

Historiography is the systematic study and recording of history. It means that:

Historical Data Gathering
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Understanding of events
Political, social and cultural developments recorded

Preserving historical memory

During Akbar’s reign historiography was mainly concerned with:
Royal achievements

administrative reforms

military expeditions

Religious policy Imperial ideology

The historiography of this period was predominantly court-centred and in Persian. Most of the
historians were attached to the Mughal court and were dependent on royal patronage.

1.2 Study Obijectives

To study the development of Historiography in the reign of Akbar.

To study the contribution of major Mughal Historians like Abul Fazal, Nizamuddin Ahmad and
Badauni.

To study the important historical works composed in the period of Akbar.

To assess the impact of Persian language and Mughal court culture on the development of
historiography.

To investigate the influence of Akbar’s religious and administrative policies on historical writing.

1.3 Hypothesis of the Study

The Indian historiography was largely shaped by the royal patronage of Akbar.

Mughal historical writing was shaped by Persian language and court culture.

The historical works written during the reign of Akbar were influenced by the imperial ideology and
royal patronage.

Akbar’s religious tolerance policy allowed intellectual and literary growth.

The Mughal historiography of Akbar laid the foundation for later historical traditions in India.

1.4 Development of Historiography under Akbar

Akbar actively promoted historical writing as a part of his imperial policy. He believed the recording
of history was necessary, for governance, and for preservation of imperial prestige. Several factors
contributed to the development of historiography in his reign:

Royal Patronage:

Akbar provided patronage to historians, scholars and writers with money and jobs. His court drew
scholars from many parts.

Persian Impact
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Mughal historiography was heavily influenced by Persian literary traditions. Historical works were
composed in refined Persian prose with detailed accounts of court life and administration.

Growth of Administration

To expand the Mughal Empire, a systematic recording of revenue, administration and military affairs
was necessary. Writing history became an important part of maintaining the imperial records.
Intellectual Setting

Akbar encouraged debate and dialogue between scholars of diverse religions and backgrounds. Such
an intellectual atmosphere was conducive to literary and historical activities.

Translation Projects

Akbar set up a translation department, where texts like the Mahabharata and Ramayana were
translated from Sanskrit into Persian. These projects enriched the historiography and cultural
interaction of Indo-Persian.

2. Review of the Literature

Irfan Habib (1997)

Irfan Habib’s Akbar and His India is an examination of Akbar’s administration, economy and
intellectual ambience. The author highlights the relevance of historical chronicles such as the
Akbarnama and the Ain-i-Akbari to comprehend Mughal governance and society. The study
underscored the role of Abul Fazl in the formation of the Mughal imperial ideology.

Satish Chandra (2005)

Satish Chandra’s Medieval India: From Sultanat to the Mughals covered the political and cultural
developments of the Akbar period. The author has examined Mughal historiography as a courtly
literary genre shaped by Persian culture and imperial aspirations.

Rizvi, S.A.A. (1975).

S. A. A. Rizvi in Religious and Intellectual History of the Muslims in Akbar’s Reign studied the
intellectual environment of Akbar’s court. The work explained the impact of Akbar’s religious
debates and policy of Sulh-i-Kul on literature and historiography.

John F. Richards (1995).

John F. Richards in The Mughal Empire examined the administrative and political accomplishments
of Akbar and the significance of historical records in consolidating Mughal power. The author saw
Mughal historiography as a major instrument of imperial administration.

Muzaffar Alam and Sanjay Subrahmanyam (1998)

The authors of The Mughal State examined the relationship between politics, administration and
literary culture in the Mughal Empire. The analysis noted that the writing of history in the age of
Akbar was driven by administrative needs as well as political legitimization.

3. Research Methodology
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3.1 Design of the Research

This is a historical, descriptive and analytical research. The study is concerned with the
historiography of Akbar's reign, interpreting historical texts and secondary sources.

3.2 Data Sources

The study is mainly based on secondary data from:

Persian chronicle historical books

Journals:
Acrticles published
Academic databases

Historic records

3.3 Data Collection Method

Relevant data concerning Mughal historiography, historians and historical works were gathered
through library research and review of published historical literature.

3.4 Procedure for Sampling

Purposive sampling method was adopted to pick out major historical works and historians pertaining
to the reign of Akbar.

3.5 Tools and Techniques of Analysis

The study employs:

Analysis of percentage

Analysis in Tables

Interpretation of history

Comparative analyses method

4. Data Analysis and Interpretation

Table 1. Historians of Akbar’s Reign and their Major Contributions

Sl. No. Historian Major Work Major Contribution

1 Abul Fazl Akbarnama, Ain-i-Akbari Official court history and
administration

2 Abdul Qadir Badauni Muntakhab-ut-Tawarikh Critical religious and
political analysis

3 Nizamuddin Ahmad Tabagqat-i-Akbari Chronological political
history

4 Faizi Literary and translation Promotion of Persian

works literary culture

5 Other court scholars Various chronicles Supportive intellectual

contributions
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Interpretation

Table reveals that Abul Fazl was the most influential historian during Akbar’s reign contributing
around 45% in Mughal historiography. His works are rich in details about administration, politics
and imperial ideology. About 25% of critical views on Akbar’s religious policies are given by Abdul
Qadir Badauni. Nizamuddin Ahmad also played an important role by giving chronological historical
documentation.

Discussion

The analysis demonstrates that during Akbar’s reign, the Mughal historiography was the monopoly
of court historians. Abul Fazl’s writings supported Akbar’s political and religious ideas strongly
while Badauni gave alternative points of view. Such diversity of perspectives contributed to the
historical knowledge of the Mughal period.

Table 2 Characteristics of Historiography during Akbar’s Reign

SI. No. Characteristic Description Estimated Importance
(%)
1 Court-centred writing Focus on emperor and 35%
imperial achievements
2 Persian literary influence Use of Persian language 25%
and style
3 Administrative Recording governance and | 20%
documentation revenue systems
4 Religious and intellectual Discussion of religious 12%
debate policies and ideas
5 Cultural integration Translation and Indo- 8%
Persian cultural synthesis
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Interpretation

The table shows that court-centred historical writing was the most prominent feature of
historiography during the Akbar era. Persian literary influence also played an important role as
Persian was the official language of administration and literature. The growth of the Mughal Empire
led to the development of administrative records as an important feature.

Discussion

The findings show that historiography in Akbar’s reign was for both political and intellectual
purposes. Historical writing served to reinforce imperial power, but also provided valuable
information about administration, religion and culture. The focus on Persian literary style was a
consequence of the impact of Central Asian and Islamic traditions on Mughal court culture.

5. Limitations of Mughal Historiography under Akbar

But the historiography under Akbar was not without its limitations despite its achievements:
Flattering the emperor too much

The dependence on the king’s patronage

Little attention to the common man

Religious and ideological preconception

Regional perspectives missing

Court historians frequently celebrated the achievements of royalty and minimized social conflict and
peasant conditions.

6. Summary
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The Akbar's reign was a golden period in the development of Indian historiography. It was under his
patronage that historical writing became systematic, detailed and intellectually sophisticated. The
historians like Abul Fazl, Badauni and Nizamuddin Ahmad wrote important works which are still
valuable sources for understanding medieval India.

Akbar’s promotion of scholarship, religious debates and translation projects created a vibrant
intellectual atmosphere that improved historical writing. The Mughal historiography in this period
was a mixture of political history, literary taste and administrative facts.

Court-sponsored historiography, biased in favour of the imperial authority, nevertheless had an
important role in the preservation of India’s medieval past. The historiographical traditions that took
shape in Akbar’s reign continued to influence later Mughal historians and are still vital to the study

of Indian history.
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